Amerigo Vespucci (1454-1512)

AMERIGO VESPUCCI (or VESPUCIO) (ves-puteh'-ee), Italian navigator, born in Florence, Italy, 9 March,
1451; died in Seville, Spain, 22 Feb., 1512. He was of a wealthy family of mer chants, and received his education
from hisuncle, Giorgi Antonio Vespucci, a Dominican friar, a friend and colleague of Savonarola. He engaged in
business, first in Florence and afterward in Seville, where he met Columbus, perhaps as early as 1493, and
wherein 1497 he equipped the fleet with which that navigator sailed on histhird voyage. He had previoudly, in
1496, had charge of fitting out a fleet for the Spanish gover nment.

Amerigo sailed from Spain in 1499 in an expedition that visited the neighborhood of Cape Paria and sever al
hundred miles of coast, and returned in June, 1500. In May, 1501, he entered the service of Emanuel, of
Portugal, and participated in an expedition that visited the coast of. Brazil. hi May, 1503, he commanded a
caravel in a squadron that sailed for the discovery of Malacca, but parted company from therest, and finally
made his way to the coast of Brazil, where he discovered the bay of All Saints, remained there two months, then
ran 260 leagues farther south, where he built a fort, somewhere near Cape Frio, and, leaving a colony there,
returned to Lisbon in June, 1504.

Early in 1505 he obtained from King Ferdinand of Spain letters of naturalization, and on 22 March, 1508, was
appointed pilot-major of the kingdom, an office that he held until his death, taking char ge of the preparation of
a general description of coasts and accounts of new discoveries, and also superintending the construction of
charts and the examination of pilots. The controversy asto whether Vespucci took precedence both of the
(Jabots and of Columbusin the discovery of the mainland of America has been for centuriesa matter of dispute.
None of the original letters of Amerigo bearing on the subject are extant, except in trandations, and these differ
greatly among themselves and contain inconsistencies of fact and date. It is not even known in what language the
letterswere written.

An account by Amerigo of hisvoyage of 1499, said to have been written 18 July, 1500, was published by Bandini
in 1745. A letter of histo Lorenzo Piero de Medici, a cousin of L orenzo the Magnificent, describing the voyage of
1501, was published in various editions, somein Latin, othersin German, and in 1789 a new text, in Italian, was
discovered by Bartolozzi. The Strasburg edition of 1505 bearsthetitle” De Ora Antarctica." In 1507 a" Cosmo-
graphiae Introductio " was published at the little college of St. Dig in Lorraine, and to it was appended an
account by Amerigo of hisvoyages, purporting to be addressed to Renell., duke of Lorraine, thereit is asserted
that four voyages wer e made, the date of thefirst being fixed at May, 1497. Amerigo would thus have reached
the mainland a week or two earlier than Cabot, and about 14 months earlier than Columbus. It was also
suggested in thisbook that Amerigo should give his name to the continent he had discover ed.

The best authorities now consider the evidence incontrovertible that this date of 1497 isincorrect, and doubt has
thus been thrown upon therest of Amerigo's narrative. He has been charged by many with deliberate
falsgification, and most of his apologists have contented themselves with defending his character, rather than the
truth of hisnarrative, ascribing the inconsistencies of the latter to the errorsof trandatorsand copyists.

Santarem, in his" Researches," says he could find no mention at all of Vespucci in theroyal archives of
Portugal, nor in the diplomatic records, where all new discoveries wer e mentioned, and the fact that hisreputed
discovery of the mainland was not used as evidence by the Spanish government in an action at law in 1512,
wher e it would have been in their favor, seemsto show that it was not given credence at that day. The name of
America, however, suggested by the " Cosmographiae I ntroductio,” began soon to be generally used, and it was
not until the publication of Schoner's" Opuscululn Geographicum” (1533) that doubt began to be thrown on its
propriety. See" Life and Voyages of Americus Vespueius," by C. E. Lester (New York, 1846); Santarem's
"Vespucius and his Voyages," trandated by E. V. Childe (Boston, 1850): and Winsor's " Narrative and Critical
History of America" (Boston, 1884). -- Edited Appleton's American Biography Copyright© 2000 by Virtualology™



Bartolomeu Dias

A famous Portuguese navigator of the fifteenth century, discoverer of the Cape of Good Hope; died at sea, 29
May, 1500.

Several Portuguese historians state that he was a relative or descendant of Jodo Dias who sailed around Cape
Bojador in 1434, and of Diniz Diaswho is said to have discover ed the Cape Verde I lands. Asearly as 1481
Bartolomeu Dias had accompanied Diogo d'Azambuja on an expedition to the Gold Coast.

Diaswas a cavalier of theroyal court, superintendent of the royal warehouses and sailing-master of the man-of-
war " San Christovao", when King John (Jo&o) |1 appointed him on 10 October, 1486, as the head of an
expedition which was to endeavor to sail around the southern end of Africa. Its chief purpose wasto find the
country of the Christian African king known as Prester John, concer ning whom recent reports had arrived
(1486) through Joao Alfonso d'Aveiro, and with whom the Portuguese wished to enter into friendly relations.

After ten months of preparation Diasleft Lisbon the latter part of July or the beginning of August, 1487, with
two armed caravels of fifty tons each and one supply-ship. Among his companions wer e Pero d'Alemquer, who
wrote a description of Vasco da Gama'sfirst voyage, L eitao, Jodo Infante, Alvaro Martins, and Jodo Grego. The
supply-ship was commanded by Bartolomeu's brother, Pero Dias.

Dias sailed fir st towards the mouth of the Congo, discover ed the year before by Cao and Behaim, then following
the African coast, he entered Walfisch Bay, and probably erected the fir st of his stone columns near the present
Angra Pequena. From 29° south latitude (Port Nolloth) helost sight of the coast and was driven by a violent
storm, which lasted thirteen days, far beyond the cape to the south. When calm weather returned he sailed again
in an easterly direction and, when no land appear ed, turned northward, landing in the Bahia dos Vaqueir os
(Mossel Bay). Following the coast he reached Algoa Bay, and then the limit of his exploration, the Great Fish
River, which he named after the commander of the accompanying vessel, Rio Infante. It was only on hisreturn
voyage that he discover ed the Cape, to which, according to Barros, he gave the name of Cabo Tormentoso. King
John, in view of the success of the expedition, is said to have proposed the name it has since borne, Cape of Good
Hope. In December, 1488, Diasreturned to Lisbon after an absence of sixteen months and seventeen days. He
had shown the way to Vasco da Gama whom in 1497 he accompanied, but in a subordinate position, asfar asthe
Cape Verdeldands.

In 1500 Dias commanded a ship in the expedition of Cabral; hisvessel, however, was one of those wrecked not
far from the Cape of Good Hope, which he had discover ed thirteen year s before. An official report of the
expedition to the cape has not yet been found. Besides the account by Barrosthereisa note written on the

mar gin of page 13 of a manuscript copy of Cardinal Pierred'Ailly's" Imago Mundi", which is of importance, as
this copy was once the property of Christopher Columbus. Ravenstein has attempted, and not unsuccessfully, by
the aid of contemporary chartsto reconstruct the entire voyage with the different stopping-points of the route.

Resear ched at: http://www.newadvent.or g/cathen/04775b.htm




CABEZA DE VACA, ALVAR NUNEZ

(ca. 1490-ca. 1556).

Alvar Nufiez Cabeza de Vaca, an early Spanish explorer, was born about 1490 in Jerez dela Frontera, an
Andalucian town near Céadiz, to Francisco de Vera and Teresa Cabeza de Vaca. Cabeza de Vaca was his
preferred surname. It descended from an ancestor who had helped secure victory for Christian forcesat the
battle of L as Navas de Tolosa (1212) by marking an unguarded passin the Sierra Moreno with the skull of a
cow. In gratitude, King Sancho of Navarra bestowed the surname " Cow's Head" on Cabeza de Vaca's
matrilineal progenitors. The Alvar Nufiez portion of Cabeza de Vaca's name also came from a prominent
ancestor of his mother, who was an accomplished naval officer.

Asayoung man Cabeza de Vaca gained military experiencein Italy, where he campaigned with the Spanish
army of CharlesV. His service to the crown probably earned him the position of treasurer in the 1527-28
expedition of Panfilo de Narvaez." Narvaez, a minor participant in the conquest of Mexico, had lost an eye and
command of hisarmy to Hernan Cortésin 1520. L ater, hisimportunities at the Spanish court resulted in aroyal
patent to found a colony in Florida, a name applied to the Gulf Coast between the province of Panuco in Mexico
and the Florida peninsula.

Narvaez departed from Spain in June 1527, wintered in Cuba, and landed on the west coast of Floridain April
1528. Despite protests from Cabeza de Vaca, Narvaez decided to separ ate 300 men from his support vessels and
reconnoiter the land. He was soon per manently separated from his ships and stranded on the Florida coast,
which he believed to be only a few leagues from the Panuco River.

Narvaez's expedition then began a march up theinterior coast to northwestern Florida, whereit remained for
approximately three months. Faced with hostile natives and food shortages, Narvaez elected to build improvised
barges and to leave Florida by sea. His command, which had dwindled to fewer than 250 men, crowded into five
craft and set out for Panuco. Thefirst month at sea went well. Hugging the coast, the small flotilla appr oached
the mouth of the Mississippi River. But on the thirty-first day a storm caught the barges and eventually drove
them apart. Several days after passing the mouth of the Great River, two of the battered craft were beached on
an island (probably San L uis, now known as Follets Isand®) off the Texas coast, in November 1528. Among
some eighty survivors wer e Cabeza de Vaca, Andrés Dorantes de Carranza, his African-born slave Estevanico,
and Alonso Castillo Maldonado." These men, known asthe " four ragged castaways," were among the first
non-Indiansto set foot on Texas soil, and they wer e the only survivors of the Narvaez expedition. Most of the
others succumbed to disease, injuries, drowning, or violence at the hands of hostile coastal tribes.

Shortly after landing on the Texas coast, Cabeza de Vaca became separ ated from the other survivors. Believing
he had died on the mainland, all but two of them proceeded down the coast. Cabeza de Vaca recovered from a
near fatal illness and later became thefirst European merchant in Texas. Heranged inland as well as along the
coast, carrying sea shells and mesquite beansto theinterior and returning with skinsand red ochre. He also
enjoyed success as a medicine man; histreatment consisted of blessing the afflicted, breathing on injuries, and

praying.

Cabeza de Vaca'sreluctance to leave the Galveston area was influenced by a single surviving countryman, L ope
de Oviedo, who refused to leave theinitial landfall iSand. In 1532 Cabeza de Vaca convinced the reluctant
Spaniard to accompany him along the coast toward Panuco, as the other survivors had donein the spring of
1529. En route L ope de Oviedo turned back and disappear ed from history. Cabeza de Vaca eventually
rendezvoused with three astonished colleagues at what they called the " river of nuts,"” probably the Guadalupe.
Therethefour castaways, who were made saves of the Mariame Indians, plotted their escape to Mexico. Not
until 1534, however, did they start for Panuco.



Cabeza de Vaca and the other castawaystraveled from the environs of Galveston Island to Culiacan, an outpost
near the Pacific Coast of Mexico, wherethey arrived in early 1536. Their path has been the subject of historical
controversy for more than a century. Differences over route inter pretations continue, for no one can prove with
absolute certainty the precise cour se followed on any part of thejourney. It isthe Texas portion of the odyssey,
however, that hasreceived the most attention.

The Relacién of Cabeza de Vaca reported the experience, and the joint report, a cooper ative account, was
written by the three surviving Spaniards. Both accounts were composed shortly after the trek ended in 1536.
Biotic, enthnographic, and physiographic information contained in these narratives provides cluesasto where
the four men spent nearly seven yearsin Texas and what they saw. Their reports of their experiences provide
valuable data on Texas I ndians, landforms, flora, and fauna.

The crucial pieces of evidencein the narratives are the dimensions of the isand where theinitial landing
occurred, the distance between and the crossing of four successive streams on the mainland, the description of a
series of inletsalong the coast toward Panuco, the mention of a " river of nuts' and extensive stands of prickly
pear cactus, the crossing of a largeriver comparablein width to the Guadalquivir River in Spain, the
subsequent appear ance of mountains near the coast that ran from the direction of the " North Sea," and the
recorded names of Indian tribes. The data, when correlated with the established goal of reaching Panuco,
strongly suggest a southern route along the inner Texas coast and a crossing of the lower Rio Grande into
Mexico near the site of International Falcon Reservoir.?’ Ultimately, the castaways successful flight on foot
brought them back to Texas at the junction of the Rio Grande and the Rio Conchos near the site of present
Presidio, Texas. On that portion of the trek, Cabeza de Vaca removed an arrow from the chest of an Indian. The
oper ation has earned him remembrance asthe " patron saint" of the Texas Surgical Society. Cabeza de Vaca
also deserves recognition as the first geographer, historian, and ethnologist in Texas. He was the only Spaniard
to live among the coastal Indians of Texas and survive to write about them. Asa result he, along with Dorantes
de Carranza and Castillo Maldonado, may be remembered for producing thefirst Texasliterature.

In the early 1540s Cabeza de Vaca again served the Spanish crown as a governor in what is now Paraguay. He
was, however, charged with misrulethere, recalled to Spain, tried, and temporarily banished to North Africa.
Later hewas cleared of charges and permitted to return to Spain, where he died in the mid-1550s.

Resear ched at: http://www.tsha.utexas.edu/handbook/online/articles/view/CC/fcab.html




Christopher Columbus

1451-1506

COLUMBUS, Christopher, discoverer, born in Genoa about 1436; died in Valladolid, 20 May, 1506. It isa
singular circumstance that we do not know with certainty where or when Columbus was born. His descendant,
the Duke de Veragua, believes, with the best authorities, that he was a native of Genoa, and that his birth
occurred about the year 1436-possibly as late as 1440. According to the custom of the time, he Latinized his
name of Christoforo Colombo into Columbus, and when he went to Spain adopted the Spanish form of it,
Cristobal Colon. He wasthe eldest son of Domenico Colombo, a wool-comber, and hiswife, Susanna
Fontanarossa. They had two other sons, Bartolomeo and Giacomo, the latter called in Spain Diego.

The early history of Columbusisinvolved in obscurity. His son and biographer, Ferdinand, unwilling from
mistaken prideto reveal the humble condition from which hisfather emerged, hasleft hisbiography very
incomplete. We know that for a time he attended school and assisted hisfather in the trade of wool-combing
before going to sea at the age of fifteen, also that he saw some sea-fighting in the war s between Genoa and
Venice. These unknown years, it would appear, wer e stor my, laborious, and eventful " Wherever ship has
sailed,” Columbuswrites, " there havel journeyed." Weknow that he was for a time engaged in selling books in
Genoa, and that at a later date he waswrecked in an engagement begun off Cape St. Vincent, and, before his
ship sank, escaped on a plank and reached the shores of Portugal. Thiswas about 1470. He made hisway to
Lisbon, where he supported himself by making maps and charts and by occasional voyages. A few yearslater he
met and married Donna Felipa, daughter of an Italian named Par estrello, who had been governor of Porto
Santo. Columbusresided for some time on thisisland, where hiswife -- would that we knew something of her --
had inherited a small property, and wheretheir son Diego was born. Here he studied the papers and maps left
by hisfather-in-law, a distinguished navigator under Prince Henry, of Portugal, and here he was constantly
brought into association with personsinterested in maritime discovery.

The Nina, Pinta, and Santa Maria
The precise date when Columbus conceived the design of discovering, not a new continent, but a western route
to Asia, cannot be determined -- probably about 1474. During the ensuing ten year s he made proposals of

discovery to Genoa, Portugal, Venice, France, and England, which were deemed by some of those gover nments

the extravagant demands of a mere adventurer. The king of Portugal, after having referred the project to a
maritime junta and to his council, both of whom regarded it asvisionary, nevertheless sent a caravel, under the
pretext of taking provisionsto the Cape de Verdeisands, but with secret instructionsto try the route proposed
by Columbus. After sailing several days, the pilots, losing courage, returned with thereport that no indications

of land had been seen. King John was not yet inclined to give up the scheme, although it had been most

unmer cifully ridiculed by his council and other unbelievers. But Columbus, who had lost hiswife and property,

aswell asall hope of aid in that quarter, deter mined to abandon Portugal and seek elsewhere for patronage.

Accordingly heleft Lisbon toward the end of 1484 secretly, lest his departure should be prevented, mid set out
for Spain. Meeting with Mar chena, the Superior of La Rabida, an Andalusan monastery, now preserved by the
gover nment of Spain as a national monument, that good man became so deeply interested in his glorious project

'that he detained him as a guest, and sent for the learned physician of Palos, Gar cia Fernandez, to discussthe
scheme. Now it wasfor thefirst time listened to with admiration. Nar chena, assuming char ge of the maintenance
and education of the young son of Columbus, gave the father a letter of introduction to the confessor of |sabella,

Fernando de Talavera. After seven years of weary attendance on the Spanish court, Columbus was on the point

of departurefor France when stipulationswere at last signed by Ferdinand and | sabella at the camp of Santa

Fe, on 17 April, 1492. On Friday, 3 Aug., Columbus, asadmiral of the seas and lands which he expected to
discover, set sail from the bar of Saltes, near Palos, with 120 men in three small ships, as seen in theillustration--
the" Santa Maria,” a decked vessel of ninety feet keel, and two caravels or undecked boats, the " Pinta" and " Ni-



no," much smaller than the" SantaMaria."

On Friday, 12 Oct., 1492, the outposts of the New World wer e seen. One of the Bahama group isthe land first
discovered, but asto which particular island thereis great difference of opinion. Humboldt thinksit was Cat
island, called by the natives Guanahavi and by the Spaniards San Salvador. Some writer s have claimed that it
was on that beautiful spot where Columbuswished to be buried and where he dept for centuries--the island of
Santo Domingo. According to the latest investigations, Columbus certainly landed on Cat, So-mann, or.
Watlingsisands. These investigations, pursued chiefly in the explorer'slog-book, would seem to indicate that
the admiral’'slanding-place was the last-mentioned island, now (1886) believed to be the true San Salvador. This
isperhaps as near astheworld will ever cometo a certain knowledge of the " landfall" of Columbuson the
American continent. In the spring of the following year news of the startling event bur st upon the astonished
ears of Europe. Columbusreturned to Europe, landing triumphantly at Palos on Friday, 15 March, 1493. and in
hisjourney through Spain to Barcelona he received princely honors all the way. There his entrance with some of
the natives, and with the arms and utensils of the discover ed idands, was a long-delayed triumph, as striking
and mor e glorious than that of a Roman conquer or

With seventeen shipsand 1,700 men Columbus sailed on his second voyage from Cadiz, 25 Sept., 1493,
discovered the Windward islands, Jamaica, and Porto Rico, and founded a colony in Hispaniola, of which he left
his brother Bartholomew lieutenant-gover nor, reaching Cadiz 11 June, 1496. He succeeded in clearing himself
of the charges preferred against him by the adventurers who had accompanied him, and on 30 May, 1498, sailed
with six shipson histhird voyage. Columbus discover ed the Orinoco and then visited Hispaniola, only to again
become the victim of malice and misrepresentation. A commissioner sent by the Spanish king to inquireinto the
char ges placed him and his brother in chains and sent them to Spain. When the captain of the ship offered to
free him from hisfetters, Columbus proudly replied: " No, | will wear them as a memento of the gratitude of
princes." Theindignation expressed throughout Spain at this outrage caused the king to disclaim having
authorized it" but the nobleswere jealous of hissuperior rank, and Ferdinand dissatisfied with the small profits
received from the expedition to the New World. The only subsequent employment Columbusreceived was the
command of four caravelsto search through the sea, now the gulf, of Mexico. He sailed from Cadiz, 9 May,
1502, coasted along the south side of the gulf, and, after much suffering from hardship and famine, reached San
Lucar, 7 Nov., 1504, where he lay sick for several months, and, on hisrecovery and return to Spain, had his
claim finally regected by the 1.ring. At length, infirm in body, but in full possession of hisfaculties, having, in his
own words, " no placeto repair to but an inn, and often with nothing to pay for his sustenance,” the discoverer
of anew world died at No. 2 Calle Ancha de la Magdalena on As-tension day, in a small apartment of a modest
house, with a few faithful friends and follower s standing by his bedside. A small tablet on the front of the two-
story stone building, some 600 yearsold, briefly states, " Here died Columbus.”

Thetravels of the discoverer did not cease with hisdeath. Hisremains, after burial at Valladolid, were removed
to Seville. In 1536 they wer e taken with great pomp to Santo Dolningo and interred in the cathedral. In 1796
what wer e supposed to be his ashes wer e again removed to the cathedral of Havana and buried there with
imposing ceremonials; but it is believed by many authoritiesthat the remains conveyed to Cuba were not those
of Columbus, but those of his son Diego. On this point, and in answer to the recent assertion that he was a native
of Calvi, in Corsica, the Duke of Vera-gun saysin a letter to thewriter: "1 do not think any of the historians or
writer s have been successful in their attemptsto deprive Genoa of the honor of being the birthplace of
Columbusor in taking from Havana the glory of possessing his ashes.”

The name and fame of Columbus are not local or limited ; they do not belong to any single country or people.
They arethe proud possession of the whole civilized world. In all the transactions of history thereisno act which
for vastness and performance can be compared to the discovery of the continent of America, " the like of which
was never done by any man in ancient or in later times." After forming hisgreat and glorious designs,
Columbus still continued, even during his most destitute days, the promiser of kingdoms, holding firmly in his
grasp "thekeys of the ocean sea,” claiming asit were from heaven the Indies as his own, and " dividing them as
he pleased.” He never knew the extent or value of hisdiscovery. He died in the conviction that the land he had



reached was the long-sought Indies. But it was a country far richer than the Indies, and had he, in quitting
Cuba, struck into a westerly instead of a southerly direction, it would have carried him into the very depths of
the golden regions whose existence he had so long and so vainly predicted. Asit was, he " only opened the gates,”
to use hisown language, for others more fortunate than himself ; and before he left Hispaniola for the last time
the young adventurer arrived there who was destined, by the conquest of Mexico, to realize all the magnificent
visions, which had been derided only asvisions, m the lifetime of Columbus.

The accompanying illustration isarepresentation of a noble statue by Sunal, a Spanish sculptor, which will be
set up in the Central park on the four hundredth anniversary of the discovery of our continent, an event which it
is believed will be celebrated by the gover nments of Spain and the United States, other European and American
nations per haps participating in the quadri-centennial of the momentous event. The late king of Spain, who said

to thewriter, " Columbus should form an enduring bond between Spain and the United States," was deeply
interested in the proposed celebration, expecting to visit the New World with a large Spanish tibet, and perhaps
to witness the unveiling of the Columbus statue in the Central park.

The following remarkable letter, not to be found in any of the biographies of Columbus, waswritten in Spanish
by the great admiral two days befor e he sailed from Saltesin search of " that famousland.” It was addressed to
Agostino Barberigo, doge of Venice, to whom the discoverer had previously made proposals of exploration, and
haslain perdu for three hundred and ninety-two year s among the fifteen millions of Venetian ar chives contained
in an ancient monastery near the grand canal. Thereisa surprising tone of confidence about the letter, and the
referenceto " the famousland” iscertainly remarkable:

" MAGNIFICENT SIR: Since your republic has not deemed it convenient to accept my offers, and all the spite of
my many enemies has been brought in force to oppose my petition, | have thrown myself in the arms of God, my
Maker, and He, by the intercession of the saints, has caused the most clement king of Castile not to refuse to
generoudly assist my project toward the discovery of a new world. And praising thereby the good God, | obtained the
placing under my command of men and ships, and am about to start on a voyage to that famous land, grace to
which intent God has been pleased to bestow upon me;" Like Shakespeare, the Inventor delasIndias has
suffered a series of feeble and foolish attacks from those who would fain rob him of the glory of being the most
successful of all navigators, asthey would deprive " the myriad-minded" of the author ship of hisown writings.
The latest of these futile effortsto prove him to be an " inglorious Columbus,” was made in an address before the
New York Historical Society, on the evening of 2 Nov., 1886 -- Fernando, son of Christopher Columbus and
Beatriz Enriquez, his second wife, born in Spain in 1488; died in 1539.

Hisfather legitimated him by a codicil dated at Segovia, 25 Aug., 1505. At the age of ten he was a page of Queen
| sabella, and then began his studies, becoming proficient in mathematics, cosmography, and naval subjects. In
1508-'9 he made a voyage to Hispaniola with his eldest brother, Admiral Diego Columbus, and afterward he
accompanied Charles V. to Italy and Germany, travelled in Africa and Asia, and retired in 1530, when he
became a priest. He collected a finelibrary of 20,000 volumes, which he bequeathed to the cathedral of Seville. A
large number of the most valuable of these were found in October, 1886, mouldering in a cellar of Seville. He
wrote " His-toria del Almirante Don Cristdbal Colon,” which would have been lost but for a trandation into
Italian made by Alonso de Ulloa (Venice, 1571), and left another manuscript, " Apuntamientos sobre la De-

mar cacion del Malucoy susldas," kept in the archives of Simancas. See " Select L ettersrelating to the Four
Voyagesto the New World of Columbus," trandated and edited by R. H. Major (London, Hakluyt society,
1847); " Life and Voyages of Columbus,” by Washington Irving (New York, 1828); " The Spanish Conquest of
America," by Sir Arthur Helps (London, 1858-'60);" Noteson Columbus,” by Henri Harrisse (printed privately,
New York, 1865);" Memorialsand Footprints of Columbus,” by Jas. Grant Wilson (New York, American
geographical society, 1885). Edited Appleton's American Biography Copyright© 2000 by Virtualology™



Ferdinand M agellan

Ferdinand Magellan was the leader of thefirst expedition to circumnavigate thereal world. Hewasthe first
European to sail across the Pacific Ocean and discover ed a route by which ships could sail a complete circle
around theworld. The Straits of Magellan, located at the Southern tip of South America are named for him.
This strait proved to be the connection between the Atlantic and the Pacific Oceans.

Magellan was bor n the son of Pedro Ruy de Magalhaes and Alda de Mezquita in Sabrosa, Portugal in 1480. In
Portuguese his name was Fer nao de M agalhaes. Of noble par entage, he became a page at the Portuguese court
wher e he lear ned astronomy and nautical science. At a young age he was preoccupied by voyages of discovery.
In 1505, sailing with Francisco d’ Almeida, Magellan took part in an expedition to India for the purpose of
establishing Portugueseroyalty in India. By the year 1510 he had been promoted to the rank of captain. In 1511,
he took part in the Portuguese conquest of Malacca, gaining control of the Strait of Malacca. Although it is not
absolutely documented, Magellan may have been part of the voyage that reached the Spice ldandsin 1511.
Returning homein 1512, he took part in the Portuguese expedition to M ar occo and was sever ely wounded,
leaving him lame for life. Feeling he was not sufficiently rewarded for his services, Magellan left the army
without permission, leading to his disgrace with the king. He gave up his nationality and offered his servicesto
King Charles| (later Holy Roman Emperor CharlesV), ruler of Spain in 1517.

Portugal had claimed astheirstheisands of the Far East asa result of the Treaty of Tordesillas of 1494.
Magellan claimed that many of them, including the rich Spice Iands, actually lay in Spain’sterritory, that
Portuguese maps had been falsified to conceal thisfact. In 1513, Vasco de Balboa had found an ocean on the far
side of the New World discovered by Christopher Columbus. Magellan proposed to the Spanish king an
expedition to find a passage through the New World to this ocean and to sail west to the Moluccas, thus proving
that the Spice Ilands lay on the Spanish side of the line of demar cation. King Charles approved the plan.
Magellan took the oath of allegiance in the church of Santa Maria dela Victoriade Triana in Seville, and
received theimperial standard. He also gave a large sum of money to the monks of the monastery in order that
they might pray for the success of the expedition. After a year of preparationsthe expedition left Sevillein
September of 1519 in five small vessels.

Sailing acrossthe Atlantic Ocean he reached South America at the Bay of Rio de Janeiro by December 13th.
They arrived at the estuary of the Rio de la Plata by January 10, 1520 and probed for the passage to the vast
western ocean. By March 31st, Magellan decided to spend the next six months there during winter storms.
During thistime, one ship, The Santiago, was wrecked, a mutiny occurred and was quelled, and another ship
was lost to desertion headed back to Spain. The voyage was resumed on August 24, 1520. By October he had
sighted what he assumed to be the sought after strait. Shipswent ahead and reported what they thought to be an
ocean beyond. However, thisonly proved to be another large bay. After deliberating with hisnavigators,
Magellan decided to proceed. Magellan had just sailed through the strait that would later bear his name, the
Strait of Magellan. Those straitswere originally called the Canal de Todos los Santos (All Saints Channel) by
Magellan himself. By late November (November 28) Magellan and the three remaining shipsfinally reached the
ocean which seven yearsearlier, Balboa had discovered. Because of its apparent calmness, he named it Mar
Pacifico, the Pacific Ocean.

The voyage proceeded along the coast of South America and on December 18th headed west into the Pacific.
One month into the voyage, har dships wer e encounter ed. Supplies wer e depleting, food and drinking water were
scarce. Many of the crew died of scurvy. Land was sighted but no landfall was made until Magellan reached the
Marianas (or Ladrone) Islands by March of 1521. There he took on more provisions. Landing on the island of
Cebu on April 7th, hewasreceived in a friendly manner by the chief and ruler of theisland. After eight days,
Magellan was able to covert theruler to Christianity along with hundreds of natives. Theruler agreed to aid
him in an attack on the natives of neighboring isand, Mactan. There, involved in fighting with natives, Magellan
waskilled on April 27, 1521.



The two remaining ships wererefitted and spices purchased. Under Juan Sebastian del Cano they set sail for the
return voyage to Spain. Only one ship, the Victoria, with a crew of only eighteen men and 4 East Indians
reached Seville, Spain on September 8, 1522 after a voyage acr oss the Indian Ocean, around the Cape of Good
Hope and north through the Atlantic. Completing a voyage of mor e than three years, they had succeeded in
circumnavigating the globe. The spices they brought them amply repaid the expenses of the voyage.

Magellan himself had not succeeded in his principal purpose, to circumnavigate the globe in one voyage. He had,
however, provided the skill and deter mination that made this achievement possible.

Thereisno greater name than Ferdinand Magellan in the history of discovery. He succeeded in crossing the
Pacific from east to west. Hisvoyage laid the foundation for trade in the Pacific between the New World and the
East.

-- Edited Appleton's American Biography Copyright© 2000 by Virtualology™



Francisco Pizarro

Bornin Trujillo, Estremadura, Spain, probably in 1471; died at Lima, Peru, 26 June, 1541.

He wastheillegitimate son of Gonzalo Pizarro and Francisca Gonzalez, who paid little attention to his education
and he grew up without learning how to read or write. Hisfather was a captain of infantry and had fought in the
Neopolitan warswith el Gran Capitan Gonzalo de Cordoba. Filled with enthusiasm at the accunts of the exploits
of hiscountrymen in America, Pizarro set sail (10 November, 1509) with Alonzo de Ojeda from Spain, on the
latter's expedition to Urabi, where Ojeda founded the city of San Sebastian, and Ieft it in Pizarro's care when he
returned to the ship for provisions. Hardships and the climate having thinned the ranks of his companions,
Pizarro sailed to the port of Cartagena. There hejoined the fleet of Martin Fernandez de Enciso, and later
attached himself to the expedition of Nuiiez de Balboa, whom he accompanied on hisjourney acrossthe I sthmus
of Panama to discover the Pacific Ocean (29 September, 1513). When Balboa was beheaded by his successor,
Pedrarias Déavila, Pizarro followed the fortunes of the latter until 1515 when Davila sent him to trade with the
natives along the Pacific coast. When the capital wastransferred to Panama he helped Pedrariasto subjugate
thewarlike tribes of Veraguas, and in 1520 accompanied Espinosa on his expedition into theterritory of the
Cacique Urraca, situated in the present Republic of Costa Rica.

In 1522 the accounts of the achievements of Hernan Cortés, and thereturn of Pascual de Andagoya from his
expedition to the southern part of Panama, bringing news of the countries situated along the shore of the ocean
to the south, fired him with enthusiasm. With the approbation of Pedrarias he formed together with Diego de
Almagro, a soldier of fortune who was at that time in Panama, and Hernando de L uque, a Spanish cleric, a
company to conquer thelands situated to the south of Panama. Their project seemed so utterly unattainable that
the people of Panama called them the " company of lunatics'. Having collected the necessary funds Pizarro
placed himself at the head of the expedition; Almagro was entrusted with the equipping and provisioning of the
ships, and Luque wasto remain behind to look after their mutual interests and to keep in Pedrarias's favour so
that he might continue to support the enterprise. In November, 1524, Pizarro set sail from Panama with a party
of one hundred and fourteen volunteers and four horses, and Almagro wasto follow him in a smaller ship just as
soon asit could be madeready. Theresult of the first expedition was dishear tening. Pizarro went no further
than Punta Quemada, on the coast of what is now Colombia, and having lost many of his men he went to
Chicama, a short distance from Panama. From here he sent histreasurer, with the small quantity of gold which
he had obtained, to the governor to give an account of the expedition. Meanwhile Almagro had followed him,
going asfar asthe Rio de San Juan (Cauca, Colombia), and, not finding him, returned to rejoin him at Chicama.

A second request to obtain Pedrarias's permission to recruit volunteersfor the expedition was met with hostility,
because the gover nor himself was planning an expedition to Nicaragua. L uque, however, contrived to change his
attitude, and the new governor, D. Pedro de los Rios, was from the beginning favour ably disposed towar dsthe
expedition. On 10 March, 1528, the three partners signed a contract, wher eby they agreed to divide equally all
theterritory that should be conquered and all the gold, silver, and precious stones that should be found. They
purchased two ships, and Pizarro and Almagro directed their course to the mouth of the San Juan River, where
they separated. Pizarro remained with a portion of the soldiersto explor e the mainland; Almagro returned to
Panamato get re-enlistments; and the other ship under the command of Ruiz set sail for the south. He went as
far as Punta de Pasados, half a degree south of the equator, and after making observations and collecting an
abundance of information, returned to Pizarro, who in the meantime, together with his companions, had
suffered severely. Shortly afterwards Almagro arrived from Panama, bringing soldiers and abundant
provisions. Once more re-enforced they started together taking a southerly route until they reached Tacamez,
the extreme south of Columbia. They then decided that Almagro should return to Panama, and Pizarro should
remain on the Island del Gallo to await further re-enforcements. The arrival of Almagro and the news of the
sufferings of the explorers alarmed Pedro de los Rios, who sent two shipsto the Idand del Gallo with ordersto
bring back all the member s of the expedition. Pizarro and thirteen of his companionsrefused to return, and the



little party was abandoned on theisland. Fearful of being molested by the inhabitants on account of their
reduced number, they built a raft and sought refuge on the Island of Gorgona on the coasts of Columbia.

Meanwhile Almagro and L uque endeavour ed to pacify the governor who at last consented that a ship be sent,
but only with a sufficient force to man it, and with positive ordersto Pizarro to present himself at Panama
within six months. When the ship arrived without reinfor cements Pizarro deter mined, with the aid of a few men
that he still had with him, to undertake an expedition southward. Skirting the coast of the present Republic of
Ecuador, he directed his course towardsthe city of Tumbez in the north of what is now Peru. Seeing that the
natives wer e friendly towar ds him, he continued his voyage asfar as Payta, doubled the point of Aguja, and
sailed along the coast asfar asthe point wherethe city of Trujillo was later founded. He was ever ywher e well
received, for the Spaniardsin obedienceto hisstrict ordershad refrained from any excesses that might have
incurred the enmity of the Indians and endangered the ultimate result of the expedition. Finally after an absence
of eighteen months Pizarro returned to Panama. Notwithstanding the gold he brought and the glowing accounts
he gave, the gover nor withdrew his support and permission to continue the explorations. The three partners
then determined that Pizarro should go to Spain and lay his plans before Charles V.

Helanded in Sevillein 1528 and was well received by the emperor, then in Toledo, who was won by the account
of the proposed expedition, and, 26 June, 1529, signed the memor able agreement (capitulacion), in which the
privileges and powers of Pizarro and his associates wer e set forth. On the former, Charles conferred the order of
Knight of St. James, thetitles of Adelantado, Governor and Captain General, with absolute authority in all the
territories he might discover and subjugate. A gover nment independent of that of Panama was granted to him in
per petuity, extending two hundred leagues to the south of the River Santiago, the boundary betweeen Colombia
and Ecuador. He had the privilege of choosing the officerswho wer e to serve under him, of administering justice
as chief constable (alguacil), and his orderswererevocable only by the Consgjo Real. Pizarro agreed to take 250
soldiers and provide the boats and ammunition indispensable for such an expedition. He sailed from Seville 18
January, 1530, taking with him his brothers, Her nando, who was the only legitimate son, Juan, and Gonzalo, all
of whom wereto play an important part in the history of Peru. Arrived in Panama he had the task of pacifying
his two associates who wer e dissatisfied with the scant attention he had secured for them from the Court. Early
in January, 1531, Pizarro set sail from the port of Panama with 3 ships, 180 men, and 27 cavaliers. Almagro and
Luqgue remained behind to procure further assistance and send reinfor cements. He landed in the Bay of San
Mateo near the mouth of the Santiago River, and started to explore the coast on foot. The three boats wer e sent
back to Panama for reinforcements.

The explorers passed by Puerto Vigo and came asfar asthe city of Tumbez, wher e they embarked in some
Indian rafts and passed over to the Idand of Punain the Gulf of Guayaquil. Here they were hard pressed by the
attacks of theislanders, when relief came in the form of two vessels with a hundred men and some hor ses
commanded by Hernando de Soto. Thusreinforced and knowing that the brother s Atahuallpa and Huascar
wer e at war with each other, Pizarro determined to penetrate into theinterior of the empire and left Tumbez
early in May, 1532. On 15 November, after along, distressing jour ney and without opposition from the Indians,
he entered the city of Caxamalca (now Caxamarca). Treacheroudly invited into the camp of the Spaniards, the
Indian prince Atahuallpa presented himself accompanied by his bodyguard but unarmed. At a given signal the
Spaniards rushed upon the unsuspecting Indians, massacred them in the most horrible manner, and took
possession of their chief. Deprived of itsleader the great army that was encamped near Caxamalca, not knowing
what to do, retreated into the interior. Asthe price of hisrelease the Inca monarch offered his captives gold
enough to fill the room (22 by 17 feet) in which he was held captive. In a few months the promise was fulfilled.
Gold to the amount of 4,605,670 ducats (15,000,000 pesos), accor ding to Gar cilaso de la Vega, was accumulated
and Atahuallpa claimed hisfreedom. At thisjuncture Almagro arrived with soldiersto strengthen their position,
and naturally insisted that they too should sharein the booty. Thiswas agreed to and after thefifth part, the
share of the king, had been set apart an adequate division was made of the remainder, a share of $52,000 falling
to thelot of each soldier, even those who had come at the end. Notwithstanding Atahuallpa was accused and
executed 24 June, 1534.



From Caxamalca he passed to the capital of the I ncas, while his lieutenants wer e obtaining possession of all the
remaining territory. In order to keep the Indianstogether Pizarro had Manco Capac, an Inca, crowned king,
and on 6 January, 1535, founded the city of Lima. He obliged Pedro de Alvarado, who had come from
Guatemala in search of adventure, to return to hisown territory, and sent his brother Hernando to Spain to give
an account to the Court of the new empire he had united to the Crown. He was well received by the emperor,
who conferrerd on Pizarro the title of marquess and extended the limits of histerritory seventy leagues further
along the southern coast. Thetitle of Adelantado, besides that of Governor of Chile, which, however, had not yet
been conquered, was conferred on Diego de Almagro. Luque was no longer living. Almagr o at once set about the
conquest of Chile, taking with him all those who wer e willing to follow.

Manco Capac was meanwhile trying to foment an uprising in the whole of Peru, actually besieging the cities of
Lima and Cuzco. Thearrival of Alonso de Alvarado, brother of the companion of Cortés, saved Lima, but
Cuzco, wherethethree brothers of Pizarro were, was only saved by thereturn of Almagro from his expedition
to Chile and hisclaim that the city of Cuzco was situated in the territory which had been assigned to himin the
royal decrees. The Indians were put to flight, Almagr o took forcible possession of the city, April, 1537, and made
Hernando and Gonzalo prisoners, Juan having died. Troops, however, were hurrying from Lima to the rescue;
Almagro was defeated, taken prisoner, and executed, July, 1538. Her nando went to Spain but was not received
well at the Court; he wasimprisoned until 1560, and died at the age of one hundred almost in dire poverty.
Gonzalo launched on hisintrepid expedition to explore the Amazon, returning to find that his brother Francisco
was no more. The follower s of Almagro, offended by the arrogant conduct of Pizarro and hisfollowers after the
defeat and execution of Almagr o, organized a conspiracy which ended in Pizarro's assassination of the
conqueror of Peru in hispalace at Lima.

Pizarro had four children: a son whose name and the name of his mother are not known, and who died in 1544;
Gonzalo by an Indian girl, Inés Huaillas Yupanqui, who was legitimized in 1537 and died when he was fourteen;
by the same woman, a daughter, Francisca, who subsequently married after having been legitimized by imperial
decree, together with her uncle Hernando Pizarro, 10 October, 1537; and a son, Francisco, by a relative of
Atahuallpa, who was never legitimized, and died shortly after reaching Spain

Researched at: http://www.newadvent.or g/cathen/12140a.htm




Francisco Vazquez de Coronado

The most famous journey ever made in search of treasuresin the New World was led by the Spanish
Conquistador Francisco Vazquez de Coronado. Seeking the fabled Seven Golden Cities of Cibola, his expedition
of 1,400 men and 1,500 animals found only poor Indian villages, but established Spain'slater claim to the entire
Desert Southwest.

Coronado was born to a noble family of Salamanca, Spain about 1510. As a young man at court he became
friendly with Antonio de Mendoza, and when Mendoza was appointed vicer oy of New Spain (Mexico) in 1535,
Coronado accompanied him to America as his assistant. Within three years of hisarrival in Mexico City,
Coronado suppressed a daverebellion, pacified the Indians and married the wealthy Beatriz Estrada , daughter
of the colonial treasurer. In 1538 M endoza appointed Coronado governor of New Galicia, a provincein western
Mexico.

Mendoza soon became intrigued by the fantastic richesrumored to exist in the Seven Golden Cities of Cibola
beyond New Spain's northern frontier. These fabulous cities were first reported by Alvar Nufiez Cabeza de Vaca
who, after being shipwrecked off Florida in 1528, had wander ed through what later became Texas and northern
Mexico before hisrescue in 1536. Mendoza sent an expedition in 1539 under Estéban, a black slave who had
been shipwrecked with Cabeza de Vaca, and Fray Mar cos de Niza to verify de Vaca'sreports. Fray Mar cos,
assured of thecities existence by an Indian informant, claimed to have seen them in the distance.

Mendoza or ganized an ambitious expedition to make a mor e thorough exploration. It consisted of some 300
Spaniards, hundreds of Indians and native saves, hor ses, and herds of sheep, pigs and cattle, in addition to two
ships under the command of Hernando de Alar con, who sailed up the Gulf of Californiato discover the mouth
of the Colorado River on Aug. 26, 1540.

Mendoza made Coronado the commander of the land expedition to seize the treasure. In February 1540,
Coronado's main force left Compostela and proceeded up the west coast of Mexico to Culiacan, a northern
outpost of New Galicia. From there, the expedition entered what is now the United Statesin April 1540, along
the San Pedro River at the southern end of the Huachuca M ountains. Coronado National Memorial in southern
Arizona commemor ates this event. Moving northward, Coronado and his advance party of Spanish cavalry
came upon the Zuni pueblo of Hawikuh, in western New Mexico, but found no great wealth or treasure. The
Zuni did not take well to the usual Spanish demandsthat they " acknowledge the Church astheruler and
superior of the whole world, and the high priest called Pope." They fired on Coronado's band and wer e quickly
subdued.

Having found no gold in the Zuni pueblos, Coronado sent out scouting partiesthat ranged all the way to
the Colorado River on the present border between California and Arizona. Garcia L 6pez de Céardenas and his
party becamethe first Europeansto view the Grand Canyon (in modern Arizona). Another found more pueblos
in afertile area of the Rio Grande valley at Kuana (hear moder n Santa Fe), wher e the expedition wintered. In
the spring of 1541, the for ce moved into Palo Duro Canyon in present-day Texas, where Coronado left most of
his men and proceeded north with 30 hor semen to another supposedly fabuloudly wealthy country, Quivira
(Kansas), only to find a Wichita Indian village

After spending a second winter in Kuana near Santa Fe and realizing that the Golden Cities of Cibola
wer e only the Zuiii, Hopi and Pueblo Indian villages of present- day Arizona and New Mexico, the expedition
started homeward. Coronado led only about 100 men into Mexico City in 1542, while the remainder straggled in
over the following months. Hereported his disappointing findingsto Mendoza, who turned on hisold protégé
and branded the expedition an abject failure. An official inquiry, normally called after such an expedition,
brought Coronado an indictment for his conduct, but found him innocent. Coronado continued his gover nor ship



of New Galicia until he wasindicted again, and in 1544, found guilty of corruption, negligence and atrocities
against Indians under hisauthority. Coronado returned to Mexico City, where he died the same year, decades
before his chronicle of the expedition was finally published.

Resear ched at: http://deser tusa.com/mag98/sep/papr /cor onado.html




Henry Hudson

Henry Hudson was an Englishman, possibly the grandson of a L ondon alder man who helped found a trading
or ganization, the Muscovy Company.

Hudson was certainly an experienced seaman, commissioned by the M uscovy Company in 1607 to find a quick
way from England to the " islands of spicery.” Hefailed in that attempt, and again in 1608 -- each time foiled by
ice floes as he attempted to find a fast northerly passageto " the east.”

In 1609 the Dutch East India Company, which had a monopoly on trade with the Orient and which wanted to
shorten the lengthy and expensive voyage around the Cape of Good Hope, hired Hudson to renew the attempt
on its behalf. They provided him with an 80-ton ship, the" Half Moon," and a crew of 20 -- a combination of
Dutch and English sailors.

The"Half Moon" sailed out of Amsterdam on April 4 or 6, and after a difficult journey along the coast of
Norway and asfar east asthe bleak coast of Novaya Zemlya, turned west and headed for war mer climes.
Reports claim that Hudson had a trying time with the crew, which threatened to mutiny, but per suaded them to
help seek the alter native route to the lucrative spices.

The quest for the North-West passage led first to the coast of Maine where member s of the crew went ashore
and cut timber to replace the mast of the " Half Moon." They fished and traded with the Native Americans but
continued south to the Chesapeake and Delawar e Bays. After Hudson decided they weren't entrancesto the
passage he was seeking, the " Half Moon" sailed north to the mouth of the Hudson River in early September.

An Italian, Giovanni da Verranzano, wasthefirst recorded European to discover the mouth of theriver when
he was sailing for the French in 1524. He wrote, " we found a very pleasant situation amongst some steep hills ...
," but did not continue exploring what he called, " The River of the Steep Hills" and the" Grand River."

On September 12, 1609, Hudson began his exploration of theriver. Thefirst night he anchor ed off the northern
tip of Manhattan. The next night, after the crew traded for oysterswith Native Americans, the ship was near
Yonkers.

On September 14 Hudson thought he may have found the long-sought passage when he saw the wide Tappan
Zee but he later became disappointed when he reached the shallower area near Albany and turned back.

Thejournal of one of the ship's officers, Robert Juet, was published in England in 1625. It notes, " the 14th, in
the morning, being very fair weather, the wind southeast, we sailed up theriver 12 leagues ... Theriver isfull of
fish."

Unfortunately, it is presumed that Hudson's relevant logs wer e amongst the property of the Dutch East and
West India Companies which was sold at auction by the Dutch government in 1821. An attempt by the New
York State Legisatureto find them in 1841 led the state's agent, John Romeyn Brodhead, to declare, " ... the
papers of the West India Company relating to New Netherland ... are now irrecoverably lost." One excerpt, also
published in 1625, reports Hudson to have written about the area, " It is as pleasant a land as one can tread
upon.”

Hudson called theriver the" River of Mountains' although the Native Americans, with whom the skipper and
crew had considerable contact, called it " Muhheakunnuk" (great water s constantly in motion).



On October 2, asthe" Half Moon" neared M anhattan, some Native Americans became hostile and Hudson
ordered gunsto befired at them. Several werekilled, and the event was remembered 15 yearslater when the
Dutch cameto settlein Manhattan in 1624.

The"Half Moon" left theriver on October 4, sailed acrossthe Atlantic and, according to Juet, " by the grace of
God we safely arrived in the range of Dartmouth, in Devonshire,” on Saturday, November 7.

Hudson and the English crew memberswer e not permitted to leave England but eventually the " Half M oon"
returned to Holland without them.

In the following year, Hudson made hisfinal journey. A group of wealthy Londoners, who still believed there
was a faster routeto the east, sent Hudson off as captain of the" Discovery" to find a North-West passage.

He sailed north, via I celand, into the Hudson Strait and from thereinto Hudson Bay, which also bear s his name.
The " Discovery" became trapped by icein James Bay and was for ced to winter over. During that time the crew
guarreled and, finally, asthe spring thaw began, they mutinied. Thering-leaders, Juet and Henry Greene, set
Hudson, his son, and some other men adrift in a small open boat and they were never seen again.

Greene and three other mutineerswere later killed by Eskimos and Juet died beforethe " Discovery," now
captained by Robert Bylot, reached England.

The"Half Moon" did not fare much better. A few yearslater she waswrecked on theisland of Mauritiusin the
Indian Ocean while on a voyage to the Dutch East Indies.

Resear ched at: http://www.hudsonriver.com/halfmoonpr ess/storieshudson.htm




Hernan Cortes

1485-1547

CORTES, Hernan, or Hernando, soldier, born in Medéllin, Province of Estremadura, Spain, in 1485; died near
Seville, 2 Dec., 1547. His parents, Martin Cortes and Catalina Pizarro Altamirano, were both of good family, but
in reduced circumstances. He was a sickly child, and at the age of fourteen was sent to the University of
Salamanca, but returned home two yearslater without leave. He then determined upon a life of adventure, and
arranged to accompany Nicolas de Ovando, likewise a native of Estremadura, who was about to sail for Santo
Domingo to super sede Bobadilla in hiscommand. An accident that happened to him in alove adventure
detained him at home, and the expedition sailed without him.

He then sought military service under the celebrated Gonzalo de Cordova, but on hisway to Italy was
prostrated by sicknessin Valencia, where heremained for a year, experiencing great hardship and poverty.
Returning to Medellin, he was able in 1504 to sail from San Lucar for Santo Domingo. Ovando received him
cordially, and he obtained employment under Diego Valasquez in the suppression of a revolt, on the termination
of which he was assigned the control of a large number of Indians, and appointed a notary. He was at thistime
remarkable for a graceful physiognomy and amiable manner aswell asfor skill and addressin military matters,
and he held successively various important offices.

In 1511 he accompanied Diego Velasquez, who was sent out by Diego Columbus to subdue and colonize
Cuba. Later he held the office of alcalde of Santiago in the new colony, and meanwhile he married Catalina
Juarez, a Spanish lady who had come over in the suite of Maria de Toledo, the vice-queen. After hismarriage he
employed himself and hisIndiansin getting gold. " How many of them died in extracting this gold for him, God
will have kept a better account than | have," says L as Casas. Grijalva, a lieutenant of Velasquez, had just
discovered Mexico, but had made no attempt at its settlement.

This displeased the governor, and Cortes was given the command of a new expedition about to start for the
conquest of the newly discovered province. At the last moment, Velasquez appearsto haveregretted the
appointment, possibly fearing that Corteswould carry off all the glory aswell asthe profit of the enterprise, and
endeavor ed to recall the expedition; but Cortes hastened his preparations, and on the 18" of November, 1518,
left Santiago with 10 vessels, 550 Spaniards, nearly 300 Indians, a few Negroes, 10 brass guns, a dozen hor ses,
and some falconets. Collecting stores on hisway, hearrived at Trinidad, and later at Havana, at both of which
places he found ordersfrom Velasgquez depriving him of his command, but in neither place could they be
enforced, so. after writing a letter of remonstrance to the governor, he sailed, on 10 Feb., 1519, for theisand of
Cozumel, on the coast of Yucatan. On 4 March hefirst landed on the shores of Mexico, in the province of
Tabasco, advancing slowly along the gulf. Sometimes taking measur esto conciliate the aatires and sometimes
spreading terror by arms, he finally reached and took possession of the city of Tabasco.

The noise of the artillery, the appear ance of the floating fortressesthat had transported the Spaniards over the
ocean, and the hor ses on which they fought, all new objectsto the natives, inspired them with astonishment,
terror, and admiration. At San Juan de Ulua, Cortesfirst learned that the native ruler was called Montezuma;
that he reigned over an extensive empire, which had lasted for three centuries; that thirty vassals called caciques
obeyed him; and that his power and richeswere very great. These factsinduced him to undertake the conquest
of the empire. Helaid the foundation of the town of Vera Cruz, and caused himself to be chosen captain-general
of the new colony, then burning his ships so asto make retreat impossible, and to augment his army by the
seamen, and taking the part of several native tribes against the tax-collectors of Montezuma, thus gaining allies,
he set out for the city of Mexico, the residence and capital of Montezuma.

Therepublic of Tlascala, a province between the coast and the capital, although hostile to Montezuma,



opposed Corteswith itsforces. -After four severe battles, in each of which he defeated lar ge number s of
Tlascalans, he entered the capital city of Tlascala on 18 Sept., 1519, and, dictating peace on moder ate ter ms,
converted the nativesinto powerful allies. He endeavor ed to persuade the Tlascalansto abjure their religion, but
in vain, although he succeeded better in prevailing upon them to own themselves vassals of the king of Spain.
After a stay of twenty daysin this capital he pushed on toward Mexico by Cholula, accompanied by several
thousand of hisnew allies. An attempt was made to check his advance by an ambuscade prepared by the
Cholulans at the instance of the M exicans; but this he escaped, although not until after he had taken vengeance
on the Cholulans. He then continued his mar ch, and reached the city of Mexico early in November, at the head
of a force consisting of 6,000 natives and a handful of Spaniards. Ambassador s from Montezuma had met Cortes
before he entered Tlascala, and he was now received with great ceremony by the M exican monar ch.

The natives, believing him to be a descendant of the sun, prostrated themselves before him, and he was
assigned quartersin one of the beautiful palaces of this magnificent city. Thishe at once fortified so asto
prevent surprise or Capture, and was considering what plansto pursuein order to possess the wealth of the
empire when he was informed that an attack had been made on the garrison at Vera Cruz. The importance of
thisevent was very great, for hitherto the Mexicans had believed the Spaniardsto be immortal, and the receipt
of the head of one of the soldiers only undeceived them. Cortes conceived and executed a most brilliant and
daring project, which, being successful, doubtless prevented the massacr e of the entire Spanish force.
Accompanied by his officers, he went at once to the palace of M ontezuma, and, taking him prisoner, threatened
him with instant death if hein any way appealed to his people; then, having captured the M exicans who had
participated in the attack on Vera Cruz, he burned them alive in front of the imperial palace. M eanwhile he
placed Montezuma in irons, and compelled him to acknowledge himself a vassal of CharlesV. Caminatzin, the
bravest of Montezuma's nephews, was likewise made prisoner, and, with many of the nobles of the empire,
induced to take the oath of allegiance to the king of Spain.

Soon after the Mexican ruler wasrestored to a semblance of liberty, but not until he presented Cortes
with 600,000 marks of pure gold and a large quantity of precious stones. Scar cely had he accomplished all this
when hereceived intelligence that an army under Narvaez had been sent by Velasquez to compel him to
renounce his command. L eaving 200 men in Mexico under the command of a lieutenant whom he recommended
to the care of Montezuma as a vassal of CharlesV., he marched with 70 men, and, after being joined by 150
mor e, whom he had left at Cholula, captured Narvaez, who had en-camped near the city of the Cempovallans
with a force of 900 men, 80 horses, and 10 or 12 piecesof artillery. The defeated troops, after the death of their
leader, readily joined the army of Cortes and returned with him to Mexico, where he found that the people had
risen against the Spaniardss. Montezuma, still a prisoner, endeavor ed to pacify his subjects, but was attacked by
the mob and so injured by stonesthat he died in a few days. A new emperor was chosen, under whose leader ship
they attacked the Spaniards and drove them out of the city. Cortes srear-guard was cut to pieces, and, after a
harassing retreat of six days, the Mexicans offered battle on the plains of Otumba. With the advantages offered
by hisartillery and fire-arms, Cortes, on 7 July, 1520, gained a great victory, which decided the fate of Mexico.
The celebrated noche-triste (or " unhappy night ") tree, shown here, isin the village of Popotla, near an old
church in the environs of Mexico. Cortesis said to have sat under thistree lamenting his misfortune after the
retreat of the Spaniards during the night of the evacuation. Thetreeis known by the Indians asthe
"ahuehuete," and in Spanish iscalled " sabino." It isa speciesof cedar and isten feet in diameter at the base,
about forty feet in height, and surrounded by a substantial iron railing. After his success, Cortes proceeded to
Tlascala, wher e he collected an army of natives, and again mar ched against the city of Mexico, which, after a
gallant defense of seventy-seven days, wasretaken on 13 Aug., 1521.

The extent of his conquest, due entirely to his genius, valor, and profound but unscrupulous policy,
caused hisirregularitiesto be forgiven by his sovereign, who, disregarding the pretensions of Velasquez,
appointed Cortes governor and captain-general of Mexico, also conferring on him the marquisate of Oajaca
with a consider able revenue. His cour se of conquest, however, was not such asto conciliate the natives. he was
over-zealousto destroy their idols, and anxiousto convert them to Christianity, even using force for this
purpose. These actions so embitter ed the Mexicans that, reduced to despair, they again revolted, but in vain. The



arms, valor, and zeal of the Spaniards succeeded everywhere. Guatimozin, the new emperor, a man of much
greater force than Montezuma, was, with a number of the caciques, accused of conspiring against the
conquerors, and was publicly executed with circumstances of great cruelty by Cortes. M eanwhile his successes
produced jealousiesin Madrid, hisambition and great popularity with the soldiers caused him to be feared, and
commissioner s wer e sent to watch his conduct and thwart his proceedings. While he was engaged in conquest,
his property was seized and hisretainers Imprisoned and put in irons.

Indignant at such treatment, Cortesreturned to Spain to appeal to the justice of his master, and
presented himself with great splendor before the court. He was received by Charleswith every distinction, and
decor ated with the order of Santiago. Cortesreturned to Mexico with new titles and honors, but with diminished
power, a viceroy having been entrusted with the administration of civil affairs, although Cortes still retained
military authority, with permission to continue his conquests. This division of power led to continual dissension,
and caused the failure of several enterprisesin which Corteswas engaged; but in 1536 he discovered the
peninsula of California and surveyed part of the gulf that separatesit from Mexico. Subsequently, however,
tired of struggling with unworthy adver saries, he returned to Europe, hoping to confound his enemies. He was
coldly received by Charles; but, concealing hisfeelings, he served in the disastr ous expedition to Algiersin 1541.
During this unfortunate campaign, which was his last, he served with great bravery; and, had his advice been
heeded, the Spanish armswould have been saved from disgrace, and Europe delivered nearly three centuries
earlier from the scourge of organized piracy.

On hisreturn he was utterly neglected, and could scar cely obtain an audience. On one occasion he for ced
hisway through a crowd that surrounded the emperor's carriage, and mounted on the door step. The emperor,
astounded at such audacity, demanded of him who hewas. " | am a man," replied Cortes proudly, " who has
given you more provinces than your ancestors left you cities." This declaration of services could scar cely fail to
offend the proud monarch, and Cortesretired to Seville, wher e he passed the remainder of hisdaysin solitude.
Five lettersaddressed to Charles V., detailing his conquests, are his only writings. See " L etters and Dispatches of
Cortes," trandated by George Folsom (New York, 1843); Prescott's" Conquest of Mexico" (Boston, 1843); and
Sir Arthur Helps's" Life of Hernando Cortes' (London, 1871). -- Edited Appleton's American Biography
Copyright© 2000 by Virtualology™



Hernando de Soto

1469-1542

DE SOTO, Fernando, Spanish discoverer, born in Xeres de los Caballer os, Estremadura, Spain, about 1496;
died on the banks of the Mississippi in June 1542. He was the descendant of a noble but impoverished family,
and wasindebted to Pedrarias Davila for the means of pursuing a cour se at the University, where he
distinguished himself in literary studies and in athletic performances. In 1519 he accompanied Davila, who had
been made governor of Darien, on his second expedition to America, during which he showed great ability and
deter mination of character, especially as an opponent of the oppressive measures of hissuperior officers. He
served on the expedition to Nicaragua in 1527 under Hernandez, who afterward perished by the hand of Davila
in consequence of not heeding hisadvice. In 1528 he withdrew from the service of his patron and explored the
coasts and Yucatan for upward of 700 milesin search of a strait, which was supposed to connect the two oceans.
Later hejoined Pizarro in hisexpedition to Peru, with the promise of being made second in command.

In 1533 he was sent with fifty horsemen and a few targeteersto explore the highlands of Peru. He penetrated
through a passin the mountains, and discovered the great national road that led to the Peruvian capital. De Soto
was sent by Pizarro as ambassador to visit the Inca Atahualpa, after whose captur e he expostulated with his
chief for treacherously refusing to release the Peruvian monar ch, but in vain, although an immense sum had
been paid for hisransom. He was prominent in the engagements that completed the conquest of Peru, and was
the hero of the battle that resulted in the capture of Cuzco. Subsequently De Sot(), who had landed in America
with nothing of his own save his sword and target., returned to Spain with a fortune of $500,000, which enabled
him to marry the daughter of hisold patron Davila, to whom he had long been attached, and to maintain " all
the state that the house of a nobleman requireth.” The tales of returned adventurersfostered a belief in Spain
that the treasures of the northern hemisphere would be found to rival in value theriches of Peru" and De Soto,
in hisdesireto excel Cortesin glory and surpass Pizarro in wealth, sought permission from CharlesV. to
conquer Florida at hisown expense. Thisprivilege wasreadily conceded, and De Soto was made gover nor of
Cuba. Volunteersfor the expedition assembled in great numbers, both from Spain and Portugal, and De Soto
selected from the " flower of the peninsula” only those who werein the" bloom of life," and, with a for ce of 600
men, 24 ecclesiastics, and 20 officers, sailed early in April from San Lucar. The fleet soon reached Santiago de
Cuba, and then stopped at Havana, wher e the women wereto remain until after the conquest. L eaving hiswife
in command, he crossed the gulf of Mexico and anchored in the bay of Espiritu Santo (now Tampa bay) on 25
May 1539.

When the soldierswer e landed, De Soto, confident of success, sent his ships back to Cuba, and at the head of his
follower s began the long search for gold. Hisforces were greater in numbers and mor e perfect in equipment
than those that had triumphed over the empires of Mexico and Peru. Everything was provided that former
experience could suggest; chainsfor captives, the implements of a forge, weapons of all kindsthen in use,
bloodhounds as auxiliaries against the natives, ample stor es of food, and finally a drove of hogs, which would
soon swarm in the favoring climate, wher e the forests furnished them with abundant sustenance. To the greed
for wealth religious zeal was added, priestswith their assistants accompanying the expedition. Or naments for
the service of the mass were provided, and every festival wasto be kept, every religious practice observed. The
route was through a country already made hostile by the violence of the Spanish invader, Narvaez, and the
Indians, in their effortsto rid themselves of the Spaniards, continually lured them onward by stories of wealth in
regions still remote, which receded asthe expedition advanced. They marched northward at first, and then
passed into the country of the Appalachians, where they spent the winter. Juan Ortiz, who had been captured by
the Indians from Narvaez. and endaved by them, could give no account of any land where gold or silver wasto
be found. An exploring party discovered Ochus, the harbor of Pensacola, and a message was sent to Cuba,
desiring that in the following year supplies might be sent to that place. Meanwhile, discontent had arisen among



the Spaniards, and when they appealed to De Soto to return. herefused, saying” "1 will not turn back till I have
seen the poverty of the country with my own eyes."

In March 1540, they resumed their March proceeding in a northeasterly direction, and on 18 October reached
the village of Marilla or Mobile, on Alabama River, where, in an engagement with the natives, the Spaniards lost
mor e than 80 men and 42 hor ses, and it was claimed that 2,500 I ndians wer e killed. Ships had meanwhile
arrived at Oehus, but De Soto proudly refused to send back any message of hisfortunes. He then went to the
northwest, and passed his second winter in the country of the Chickasaws. In the spring of 1541 he made a
demand on the chief of these Indians for 200 men to carry the burdens of the company. The chief hesitated, and
in the night fired the village wher e the Spaniar ds wer e encamped. Forty of De Soto's follower s perished in the
flames, and all the baggage was destroyed. A delay of some weeks ensued, during which for ges wer e erected,
swor ds newly tempered, and ashen lances made. In April De Soto resumed his march in a northwesterly
direction, and, after journeying for seven days through a wilder ness of forest and mar shes, reached the
Mississippi river. A month was spent on the banks, constructing bar ges large enough to hold three hor semen
each, and then the army passed over to the western side ; thence northward to Pacaha, where he remained ten
days, and then mar ched successively southwest and northwest till he reached the highlands of White River,
which was the western limit of the expedition. Turning south, he proceeded on hisjourney, passing by the hot
springs of Arkansas, which his companions at first supposed to be the fabled fountain of youth, and spent his
third winter in Antiamque, on Washitariver. In the following spring De Soto deter mined to descend this River
toitsjunction. Hefinally reached the Mississippi again, and while descending its banks was stricken with
malignant fever. Worn out by long disappointments, and his pride changed to a wasting melancholy, he realized
that death was near at hand. He gathered hisfollowers around him, and, after appointing L uis de M oscoso his
successor, succumbed to the disease on the following day.

The news of hisdeath was carefully kept from the Indians, by whom he was regar ded as possessing super natural
powers, and at midnight, wrapped in his mantle, the body of the great discoverer waslowered into the water s of
the River he had discovered. Hisfollowers, reduced to half their original numbers, passed the ensuing winter in
the country of the Natchitoches, and in the spring returned to the Mississippi, wher e they built seven frail boats,
in which they (Jrifted down to the gulf of Mexico, and then followed the shoreto the Mexican town of Panuco,
wherethey dispersed. De Soto's wife expired in Havana three days after hearing of hisfate. See" Life, Travels,
and Adventures of Ferdinand de Soto," by Lambert A. Wilmer (Philadelphia,. 1858); " Narratives of the Career
of Hernando de Soto in the Conquest of Florida, astold by a Knight of Elvas, and in a Relation by Liuys
Hernandez de Biedura, factor of the Expedition,” translated by Buckingham Smith (New York, 1866), being
number five of the Bradford club series;, and Bantroll's " History of the United States' (vol. i., New York, 1885).

Edited Appletons Encyclopedia, Copyright © 2001 Virtualology



John Cabot

CABOT, John (Italian, Giovanni Caboto, or Zuan Calbot, or Caboto, Venetian dialect), discoverer of the
mainland of North America. The time and place of hisbirth are not positively known. His name fir st occursin
the Venetian archives, ereit appear s he was accorded therights of a citizen on 28 March, 1476 after the
required fifteen years residence. It isknown that in 1495 he was, and probably had been for years, an English
subject, residing at Bristol. Under date of 5 March, 1496, a patent wasissued by authority of the king, Henry
VII., licensng Cabot and histhree sons, or either of them, their helrsor assigns, to search for islands, provinces,
or regions, in the eastern, western, or northern seas; and, as vassals of the king, to occupy theterritoriesthat
might be found, with an exclusiveright to their commer ce, on paying the king a fifth part of all profits. Under
thisauthority, Cabot, with his son Sebastian, sailed in May, 1497, and held a westward cour se for an estimated
distance of 700 leagues.

On 24 June land was sighted, which he believed to be part of the dominions of the Grand Chain, but which was
really the coast of Labrador. Thisshore he coasted for 300 leagues, finding no evidences of human habitation,
and then set sail for home, reaching Bristol in August. At thistime, owing mainly to the discoveries of
Columbus, thetheory that the earth is a sphere had gained general acceptance among advanced thinkers, and it
was believed that the shortest route to the Indies lay westward. Cabot's discovery ther efor e caused much
excitement among the adventurous spirits of the day, and on 3 Feb., 1498, the king issued a special charter,
granting to John Cabot authority to impress six English ships at the ratesthen current for vesselsrequired by
theroyal navy, to enlist crews, and to follow up his discoveries of the preceding year. Under this charter Cabot
made no voyages. It has erroneously been called a second charter, but did not in any way set aside that of 1496,
which still remained valid. It is, however, the last record of hiscareer, and it isuncertain when or where he died.
He was probably a Venetian by birth, asheisnamed in the charter of 1498 " Kabotto, Venecian,” and hiswife
was a Venetian. Had there been any possibility of proving him an Englishman, the claim would undoubtedly
have been pressed.

The authorities concerning hisvoyagesare: 1. A letter from L orenzo Pasquaiigo, a merchant residing in
London, to hisbrother in Venice, bearing date 23 Aug., 1497; 2. The legend on the map of Sebastian Cabot, cited
by Hakluyt and giving 24 June, 1497, asthe date of discovery; 3. An Oxford copy of Sebastian's map, on which
the date was 1494, with several other authorities giving that year, instead of 1497, asthe correct date. But the
only official documentsthe two chartersof Henry VII. agreein fixing the date asfirst given. Much light has been
shed upon the life of Cabot by the resear ches of Rawdon Brown, of England. See " Jean and Sebastian Cabot,"
by Henri Harrisse (Paris, 1882). Edited Appleton's American Biography Copyright\xa9 2000 by Virtualology™



Juan Ponce de L edn

Explorer, b. at San Servasin the province of Campos, 1460; d. in Cuba, 1521. He was descended from an ancient
and naoble family; the surname of L edn was acquired through the marriage of one of the Poncesto Dofa
Aldonza de L edn, a daughter of Alfonso I X. Asalad Ponce de L edn served as page to Pedro Nufiuz de Guzman,
later the tutor of the brother of CharlesV, the Infante Don Fernando. In 1493, Ponce sailed to Hispaniola (San
Domingo) with Columbus on his second voyage, an expedition which included many aristocr atic young men, and
adventur ous noblemen who had been left without occupation after the fall of Granada. When Nicolas Ovando
came to Hispaniola in 1502 as gover nor, he found the nativesin a state of revolt, and in the war which followed
Ponce render ed such valuable services that he was appointed Ovando's lieutenant with headquartersin a town
in the eastern part of theisdand. While here, he heard from the I ndians that there was much wealth in the
neighbouring Island of Buriquien (Porto Rico), and he asked and obtained permission to visit it in 1508, where
he discovered many rich treasures; for hiswork in this expedition he was appointed Adelantado or Governor of
Boriquien. Having reduced the natives, he was soon afterward removed from office, but not until he had
amassed a consider able fortune. At thistime stories of Eastern Asia wer e prevalent which told of a famous
spring the water s of which had the marvellous virtue of restoring to youth and vigour those who drank them.
Probably the Spaniards heard from the Indianstales that reminded them of this Fons Juventutis, and they got
theidea that thisfountain was situated on an island called Bimini which lay to the north of Hispaniola.

Ponce obtained from Charles V, 23 February, 1512, a patent authorizing him to discover and peoplethe Island
of Bimini, giving him jurisdiction over theisland for life, and bestowing upon him the title of Adelantado. On 3
March, 1513, Ponce set out from San German (Porto Rico) with three ships, fitted out at his own expense.
Setting his course in a northwesterly direction, eleven dayslater he reached Guanahani, where Columbusfirst
saw land. Continuing hisway, on Easter Sunday (Pascua de Flores), 27 March, he came within sight of the coast
which he named Florida in honour of the day and on account of the luxuriant vegetation. On 2 April he landed
at a spot a little to the north of the present site of St. Augustine and formally took possession in the name of the
Crown. He now turned back, following the coast to its southern extremity and up the west coast to latitude
27°30', and then returned to Porto Rico. During thistrip he had several encounterswith the natives, who
showed great courage and deter mination in their attacks, which probably accountsfor the fact that Ponce did
not attempt to found a settlement or penetrate into theinterior in search of the treasure which was believed to
be hidden there. Although hisfirst voyage had been without result asfar asthe acquisition of gold and slaves,
and the discovery of the" fountain of youth" were concer ned, Ponce deter mined to secur e possession of hisnew
discovery. Through hisfriend, Pedro Nufiez de Guzman, he secured a second grant dated 27 September, 1514,
which gave him power to settle the Iand of Bimini and the lsland of Florida, for such he thought Florida to be.
In 1521 he set out with two ships and landing upon the Florida coast, just where, it isnot known, he was
furioudly attacked by the natives while he was building houses for his settlers. Finally driven to re-embark, he
set sail for Cuba, where he died of the wound which he had received.

Resear ched at: http://www.newadvent.or g/cathen/12228a.htm




Vasco da Gama

Vasco da Gama isfamous for his completion of thefirst all water trade route between Europe and
India. Da Gama’sfather, Estavao, had originally been chosen by King Joao Il to make this
historic voyage, but he died befor e he could complete the mission. It isalso said that the
opportunity was then given to da Gama's brother, Paulo, who turned it down. Thetrip needed to
be made, and as a last choice, King Emmanuel looked to da Gama to complete the mission.

Vasco da Gama was born in Sines, Portugal in 1469. Being the son of the town’s governor, he was
educated as a nobleman and served in the court of King Joao Il1. Da Gama also served as a navel
officer, and in 1492 he commanded a defense of Portuguese colonies from the French on the coast
of Guinea. Da Gama was then given the mission to the take command of the first Portuguese
expedition around Africato India.

When Vasco da Gama set out on July 8, 1497 he and his crew planned and equipped four ships.
Goncalo Alvares commanded the flagship Sao (Saint) Gabriel. Paulo, da Gama's brother,
commanded the Sao Rafael. The other two shipswerethe Berrio and the Starship. Most of the
men wor king on the ship wer e convicts and weretreated as expendable. On the voyage, da Gama
set out from Lisbon, Portugal, rounded the Cape of Good Hope on November 22, and sailed
north. Da Gama made various stops along the coast of Africain trading centerssuch as
Mombasa, M ozambique, Malindi, Kenya, and Quilmana.

Asthe ships sailed along the east coast of Africa, many conflicts ar ose between the Portuguese and
the Musdlims who had already established trading centersalong the coast. The Muslim tradersin
Mozambique and Mombasa did not want interferencein their trade centers. Therefore, they

per ceived the Portuguese as a threat and tried to seize the ships. In Malindi, on the other hand, the
Portuguese were well recelved, because the ruler was hoping to gain an ally against Mombasa, the
neighboring port. From Malindi, da Gama was accompanied therest of the way to India by
Ahmad Ibn Majid, a famous Arab pilot.

Vasco da Gama finally arrived in Calicut, India on May 20, 1498. Calicut wasthe principle

mar ket of trade for precious stones, pearls, and spices. At first, the Portuguese were well received
and accepted by the Hindu ruler. Therewas a great ceremony, and da Gama wastaken to a
Hindu temple. However, thisimmediate reaction did not last. Theruler later felt insulted by the
giftsthat Vasco da Gama brought, because they were of little valueto him. Da Gama was not able
to establish histrading station or negotiate a trading agr eement, because the Zamorin (samudrin
raja, the Hindu King) did not want to alienate the local merchants. The Portuguese goods that
had been well accepted in Africa were not suitable for the prestigious Indian market. The Muslim
mer chants despised the Portuguese interferencein their business and often threatened to not trade
with them. Finally, when da Gama wanted to leave, the Zamorin told him that he had to pay a
heavy tax and leave all the Portuguese goods as a form of collateral. Da Gama was enraged, and
on August 29, 1498, da Gama and his crew departed with all of their possessions and five
hostages. Da Gama also took a letter from the Zamorin stating that the Zamorin would trade
spices and gemsiif the Portuguese could get scarlet cloth, coral, silver, and gold.

Vasco da Gama and his crew departed in August 1498 and reached Lisbon in September of 1499.
Thereturn trip took so long because many of the sailorsdied of diseases such as scurvy. When
Vasco da Gama returned, he was rewar ded with a great celebration. Da Gama was looked upon
asa hero, and King Manoel awarded him with titlesand a large income.



When Vasco da Gama went out on his second expedition on February 12, 1502, he was prepared
for an encounter with the Muslim traders. He set sail with 20 well-ar med ships, hoping to force
hisway into the market and to get revenge on the Muslimsfor the opposition in 1498. Da Gama
killed many innocent Indians and Muslims. I n one instance, da Gama waited for a ship toreturn
from Mecca, a Mudlim trading and religious center. The Portuguese overtook the ship and seized
all the merchandise. Then they locked the 380 passengersin the hold and set the ship on fire. It
took four daysfor the ship to sink, killing all men, women, and children.

When da Gama arrived in Calicut on October 30, 1502, the Zamorin waswilling to sign a treaty.
Da Gama told him that he would have to banish all of the Mudlims. To demonstrate his power, da
Gama hung 38 fisher men; cut off their heads, feet, and hands; and floated the dismember ed

cor pses onto the shore. Later da Gama bombar ded the city with guns and forced hisway into the
trading system. Thisled theway for other Portuguese conquestsin the East Indies.

In February of 1503, da Gama returned home. During hisfinal voyageto India, da Gama got sick
and died on December 24, 1524. Vasco da Gama's remains wer e taken back to Portugal, where he
was buried in the chapel where he had prayed befor e hisfirst voyage.

Copyright 1996-1999 by David W. Koeller. dkoeller @northpark.edu. All rights reserved.




Vasco Nunez de Balboa

1475-1519

BALBOA, Vasco Nunez de, Spanish discoverer, born in Xeres delos Caballer os, Extremadura, Spain, in 1475;
died in Castilla de Ore, Darien, in 1517. He was a bankrupt nobleman who escaped from his creditorsto
Hispaniola and afterward joined an expedition under Martin Fernandez do Enciso, one of Ojeda’s lieutenants,
to thelatter's Darien colony of San Sebastian. After meeting with misfortune through shipwreck and hostile
natives, and learning of the destruction and abandonment of the colony, they finally founded a town, which they
called Santa Maria dela Antigua de Darien. Enciso forbade his men to trade with the natives, and was deposed
by Balboa, who claimed that they were no longer within the boundaries of Ojeda’'s province, and hence owed his
lieutenant no obedience. The settlement split into factions, and finally Enciso and Zamudio, tile latter as
Balboa's representative, were sent to Spain to lay their grievances befor e the king.

In the meanwhile Balboa explored the country, gained the good will of the natives by histreatment of them, and
was told of a sea that lay southward, and of a land wher e gold abounded (Per u). tie was now commissioned as
governor of Antigua by Admiral Diego Columbus; but, hearing from Spain that the king inclined to side with
Enciso, he deter mined to discover the new sea of which he had heard, mid so atone for hisfaults, lie left Antigua
for thispurposeon | Sept., 1513, and after laboring on for many days amid tangled for ests, up rugged heights,
fighting the natives continually, until the explorers wer e exhausted, foot-sor e, and famished, they ascended a
mountain on the morning of the 25th, whence he saw the new sea. Balboa named it "Mar del Sur," and took
possession of it and all its coastsin the name of hisroyal master and mistress. Three days later hereached the
beach at a place still known by the name he gaveit, the gulf of San Miguel. After a short voyage of exploration
and the collection of tribute from neighboring tribes, he set out for home, and reached Antigua in safety in
January, 1514, after what must be consider ed a wonder ful exploit when we take into account his small for ce and
the almost insurmountable difficulties of the route. But Balboa's exploit wasin vain.

A new governor, Pedrarias, arrived at Antigua in the following June, and his predecessor was put on trial on
various charges, He was acquitted of the most serious, but was sentenced to pay a large fine. Soon after thisthe
king of Spain, hearing of Balboa's great discovery, gave him a special commission to explor e the shore of the
"southern sea,” and made him governor of Panama and Coyba.

Pedrarias with held thiscommission at first, but, becoming reconciled to Balboa, finally allowed him to begin
preparationsfor hisvoyage, and promised him his daughter in marriage. Vessels wer e built, though with
difficulty, on the Pacific side-of the isthmus, and Balboa, after making a few unimportant discoveries, sent his
friend Garabito to investigate a rumor that Pedrarias had been superseded. The rumor was untrue, and
Garabito, proving a false friend, told the gover nor that Balboa had no idea of marrying his daughter, but
intended to found for himself a gover nment on the shores of the Pacific. Pedrariaswas enraged at this, enticed
Balboa within his grasp, and secured his conviction on a charge of treason, together with charges on which he
had previoudly been acquitted.

The next day Balboa with four of his companions wer e executed, protesting to the last hisinnocence and loyalty.
See Quintana's " Vidas de Espafioles celebres’ (3 vols., 1807-'34); Irving's" Voyages and Discoveries of the
Companions of Columbus® (New York, 1831); and Winsor's" Narrative and Critical History of America"
(Boston, 1884).
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