
 

SBMS 

8th Grade U.S. History Honors/Regular 

Syllabus:  U.S. History through Reconstruction 

1492-1877 

Marteinn David Tomasson 

Email:  david.tomasson@comalisd.org 

Website: www.tomassonhistory.com 
Access site for tutoring times, contact info and more. 

Google Classroom: Videos posted daily of class to counter 

absences, copies of all assignments, class-stream with daily 

agenda and much more. 

 

Coach T.’s ideas about why this is the best class you will take: 
 I have always been asked this same question, “why do we need to study history, why is to know the past 

important to me?”  Many individuals with that sort of attitude towards history will say that it promotes nothing more 

than pure memorization on the part of the student.  I am not going to say that there are not teachers out there that 

focus too heavily on the factual aspect of history, which is an unfortunate thing since the subject offers so much more 

beauty.  Of course, studying past people, events and facts is one facet of historical study but not the sole one.  If 

students can better understand the past, then it will ultimately help them in becoming better citizens.  Being able to 

appreciate different people and societies will allow the students to see the world with a more of an open mind and 

heart consequently preventing them from possible narrow-minded thinking that unfortunately plagues way too many 

people today.  History can also provide the person with a true identity and moral understanding.  Who am I and 

where did I and my family come from?  These are all questions that history can easily answer. Studying historical 

documents and writings can also facilitate the student in developing certain skills such as assessing diverse sources of 

information, reading, writing, and interpreting various forms of historical data.   The list of history’s importance can 

be a long one but in the end we, I, would like the subject to provide students with the opportunity to enjoy 

storytelling at its best, enhance their critical thinking and allow them to develop into the best human beings they can 

possibly become since they can understand why the world is the way it is today… because of its past history!  
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Year at a Glance, what we will be studying. 

 

 
 

Coach T.’s Classroom Rules and Consequences 
 

RULES 

RESPECT! 

Perseverance. 

Responsibility. 

 

Consequences 

Warning: “Immediacy”. 

Student/Parent Contact. 

Classroom/ Lunch Detention.  

Office Referral (Administrator Punishment). 
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